DREYFUS   AFFAIR

wrong man. Now the German Government had never done
this in any way, at any period of the Dreyfus affair. Of this
Liebknecht affirmed he was absolutely certain. Statements
as to Dreyfus's innocence had been made by German military
officers ; but the German Government itself, which knew
everything, had never moved. Therefore, urged Liebknecht,
Dreyfus was a spy. But the German Socialist leader gave his
own view too. " Have either of you," he asked Jaures and
myself, " read carefully through the verbatim report of the
re-trial at Eennes ? " I admitted I had not. Jaures said he
had. " Well," Liebknecht went on, " I was where I was in a
position to read the whole of the pleading and the evidence
day by day and word by word. For I was in prison the whole
of the time, and the study of the verbatim report was my daily
avocation. I am as certain as I can be of anything of the kind
that Dreyfus had disclosed secrets to our Government. He
may have done so in order to secure more important informa-
tion in return. That is possible. But communicate French
secrets to Germany, in my opinion, he unquestionably did."

We debated the matter fully several times. Nothing
Jaures or I could say shook Liebknecht's conviction. Nor was
it shaken to the day of his death. I have heard since, on good
authority, that more than one of those who had risked much
for Dreyfus never spoke to him again after the Eennes re-trial.
That may easily have arisen from personal causes, for Dreyfus
was not an agreeable man. But I have no ground for believing
that Clemenceau ever saw reason to waver in his opinion in the
slightest degree.

I recall this now, when the lapse of years has calmed down all
excitement and many of the chief actors are dead, to show how,
apart from the mass of sheer prejudice and unscrupulous
rascality which had to be faced and overcome, there was also
an element of honest intellectual doubt among the anti-
Dreyfusards. The presence of this element in the background
made Clemenceau's task more difficult than it would otherwise
have been. "Even at the present time j$iere may be found
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